
Commodore	128	Screen	Editor	Escape	Codes	
Chart	by	Robin	@	8-Bit	Show	And	Tell:		https://youtube.com/8BitShowAndTell	
Compiled	&	corrected	from	the	Commodore	128	System	Guide	
	
Works	in	both	40	and	80	column	modes:	

ESC	A	/	ESC	C	 Enable/Disable	Auto-Insert	Mode	

ESC	T	/	ESC	B	 Define	Top	left	/	Bottom	right	corners	of	window		

ESC	D	/	ESC	I	 Delete	/	Insert	rows	(on	screen,	doesn’t	affect	program)	

ESC	E	/	ESC	F	 Disable	/	Enable	cursor	flashing	

ESC	G	/	ESC	H	/	CTRL	G	 Enable	/	Disable	/	Ring	bell	

ESC	J	/	ESC	K	 Jump	to	Beginning	/	End	of	logical	line	

ESC	L	/	ESC	M	 Screen	scrolling	/	screen	wrap	modes	

ESC	O	 Cancel	Quote,	Insert,	Reverse	modes	-	but	not	Auto-Insert	mode	

ESC	P	/	ESC	Q	/	ESC	@	 Erase	to	start	of	line	/	end	of	line	/	end	of	screen	

ESC	V	/	ESC	W	 Scroll	screen	upwards	/	downwards	

ESC	Y	/	ESC	Z	/	CTRL	X	 Set	default	tabs	/	clear	all	tabs	/	set	tab	at	cursor	

CTRL	K	/	CTRL	L	 Shift+C=	character	set	switching	disable	/	enable	

ESC	X	 Toggle	between	40	and	80	column	display	

	
80	column	specific:	

ESC	U	/	ESC	S	 Underline	/	block	cursor	

ESC	R	/	ESC	N	 Reverse	/	Normal	video	mode	

	
Notes:		

1. I	didn’t	demonstrate	the	80	column	features	as	I	don’t	have	a	video	capture	solution	for	
that	mode	currently!	

2. The	C128	System	Guide	incorrectly	has	the	functions	of	ESC	C	and	ESC	O	swapped	
3. CTRL	[	is	equivalent	to	pressing	ESC,	CTRL	I	is	equivalent	to	Tab	


